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The Materiality of Art Fairs: Art Basel

One of the major commonalities of international art fairs like Art Basel, Frieze London, and The Armory Show 
in New York, is the gigantic mobilization of materials and bodies that, from disparate parts of the globe, 
travel to aggregate in one place (for a week or so) before moving on to a new destination. It is an endless 
cycle of assembling and disassembling the material and the social components that constitute them. 
Through the lens of materiality through which these events unfold, this summer school will take a critical 
look at world fairs, expos, biennials and triennials, and the works of artists, architects, urbanists, curators, and 
institutions involved in them. On the occasion of Art Basel 2025, the programme will provide students with 
visitor passes and guided tours of the exhibitions and will ask them to identify and record under-observed 
social and urban phenomena linked to the fair. Afterwards, the students will be challenged to critically 
describe the art fairs through research-based �lms focusing on material artifacts that constitute them—from 
artworks to publications, exhibition spaces, museum buildings, and the cities that host them. These �lms will 
be presented across three exhibition spaces in Basel, forming an alternative Art Basel Parcours.


